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Federal Updates

An Update on USCIS Filing Fees

USCIS announced last December that they are raising application fees
for certain immigration applications beginning April 1,2024.
e Foralist of fee changes and updates, visit ILRC’s resource fact
sheet here.
e Other notable changes:
o There will no longer be a separate biometrics fee ($85) for most
applications.
o There will be a $50 discount for filing your application online
(for some applications).
o The total cost for DACA renewals will now be $555 online or
$605 for paper filing,

Federal Bills

e American Dream and Promise Act (HR 16): The bill remains unchanged from its previous version.

See our CIMH website archives for more information on the original bill's protections for DACA,
TPS and DED holders and pathways toward citizenship.

o Asylum Seeker Work Authorization Act (HR 1325): The bill would shorten the 180-day waiting
period for asylum-based work permits down to 30 days. This bill differs from the Senate

version in that it does not require asylum seekers to enter the U.S. through official ports of
entry.

e The U.S. Executive Office for Immigration Review and Dept. of Homeland Security issued a
directive that all courts should have a childrens docket in immigration court. For more
information and advocacy efforts, see Kids in Need of Defense (KIND).

A few months ago, a bipartisan group of Senators proposed a national security bill
tied to federal aid to Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan. Read NIJC’s full analysis here.

¢ Potential pros:
o Funding for newly arrived refugees & expanding legal pathways for
Afghans.
o Funding for legal counsel for unaccompanied children.
o Increases to number of immigrant-based visas & work permits.
e Cons:
o Mandatory border closing based on quotas - 5,000 per day.
o Expedited screening process and new bars to eligibility for asylum.
o Increased funding for immigrant detention and deportation.

—~ Policy Reports
o Qutmatched: The U.S. Asylum System Faces Record Demands, Migration Policy Institute

e U.S. Policy Toward Latin America Fueling Historic Numbers of Asylum Seekers, UIC Great Cities Institute

o Refugees and Asylum Seekers Generate Billions of Dollars More Than They Cost the U.S. Government,

American Immigration Council
» Five Questions and Answers About the Senate Border Deal, Washington Office on Latin America

« Whats Hiding in the Immigration & Border Deal? More Mass Surveillance, American Civil Liberties Union

» “Manifesting” Fear At the Border: Lessons from Title 42 Expulsions, Center for Gender Refugee Studies
o Too Fast for Fairness: Expedited Removal, National Immigrant Justice Center

e The Impact of Anti-Black Racism on African Migrants at Mexicos Southern Border, Black Alliance for Just
Immigration

o Torture and Inhumane Treatment in Solitary Confinement in U.S. Immigration Detention, Physicians for
Human Rights
o Do Family Separation and Detention Deter Immigration?, Center for American Progress

» Frequently Requested Statistics on Immigration to the U.S., Migration Policy Institute

Advocacy Tools

« Border Management Solutions
o Immigration Dos & Donts in FY2024 Funding Debates
» Opportunities for Welcome: Lessons Learned for Supporting People Seeking Asylum in Chicago, Denver,

New York City, and Portland, Maine, Womens Refugee Commission
» Asylum-seeker reception toolkit, UNHCR, The UN Refugee Agency



https://www.ilrc.org/
https://immigrationforum.org/article/american-dream-and-promise-act-of-2023-bill-summary/
https://immigrationforum.org/article/asylum-seeker-work-authorization-act-of-2023-bill-summary/
https://supportkind.org/u-s-executive-office-for-immigration-review-strengthens-fairness-of-immigration-court-for-children/
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/New%20USCIS%20Fee%20Rule%20-%20An%20Update%20on%20USCIS%20Filing%20Fees.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/outmatched-us-asylum-system?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=f8c29f02-f0cb-435f-aa8a-a9611bb35c05
https://greatcities.uic.edu/2023/10/20/the-current-migrant-crisis-how-u-s-policy-toward-latin-america-has-fueled-historic-numbers-of-asylum-seekers/
https://immigrationimpact.com/2024/02/22/refugees-and-asylum-seekers-generate-billions-dollars-more-than-they-cost/?utm_campaign=everyaction&utm_medium=email&utm_source=&emci=0121e349-93d2-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=a0386268-eed3-ee11-85f9-002248223794&ceid=10953859
https://www.wola.org/analysis/five-questions-and-answers-about-the-senate-border-deal/
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/whats-hiding-in-the-immigration-border-deal-more-mass-surveillance
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/our-work/publications/%E2%80%9Cmanifesting%E2%80%9D-fear-border-lessons-title-42-expulsions
https://immigrantjustice.org/research-items/too-fast-fairness-expedited-removal-and-family-expedited-removal-management-program
https://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Impact-of-Anti-Black-Racism-on-African-Migrants-at-Mexico.pdf
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/?utm_campaign=1026846_FY24%20ICE%20Report%20Release%20Email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Physicians%20for%20Human%20Rights&dm_i=4GV7,M0BI,2DQIIU,2II9J,1
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/family-separation-detention-deter-immigration/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=834d1f86-4e09-42d3-b4dc-7c2c9f782782
https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/press-release/documents/2024-02/NIJC-Analysis-Border-Provisions-2024%20Supplemental_February-5-2024.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_PTBmVo_j_SIxxCqqbtinO5_tDYvYBTfspKFvKkXej4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ApL-D5axprGtdcoXvX9Q44JVaVqoViQt/edit
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/research-resources/opportunities-for-welcome-lessons-learned-for-supporting-people-seeking-asylum-in-chicago-denver-new-york-city-and-portland-maine/
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/research-resources/opportunities-for-welcome-lessons-learned-for-supporting-people-seeking-asylum-in-chicago-denver-new-york-city-and-portland-maine/
https://www.unhcr.org/us/media/asylum-seeker-reception-toolkit

State/Local Updates

New Arrivals Update

As of March 8th, Chicago has received an estimated 36,585 new arrivals since
the mission began.

e There are 11,593 residents in 23 active shelters run by the city and state.

e Total awaiting placement: 18.

o 4 waiting at CPD districts, O at O’Hare, and O at Midway.
o 14 awaiting placement at the Landing Zone. N * BHI[}AG[]

For more information and updates, please visit
the City of Chicago’s New Arrival Dashboard.

the state, consider joining the Welcome to IL coalition. Email Nina for more information

Il To receive information on how other organizations are supporting new arrivals across
at nsedeno@latinopolicyforum.org.

¢ |n partnership with the City of Chicago and Cook County Government, Governor Pritzker
announced a $182 million budget investment to support the new arrival response. Funding
will go to shelter and support services.

e For more information on the Governor’s proposed budget for FY 2024, see here.

Business, labor, and immigration advocates are calling on
President Biden to expand work permits to WORK PERMITS

POR ALL

. Interested in

learning more about the campaign? Email Ere Rendon at
erendon@resurrectionproject.org.

If your organization would like to sign a letter of support
for this campaign, fill out this form.
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Global Updates
“Day-

e 5 months of Israel-Hamas conflict in Gaza has displaced close to 2M Palestinians and killed
31,302 Palestinians and 1,139 Israelis (death toll here) and led to a rise in anti-Semitic and
anti-Muslim hate crimes in the U.S. (TIME; VOA News).

o Action Alerts: Amnesty Now; MoveOn; and Jewish Voices for Peace

e 11 months of war in Sudan between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Rapid Support
Forces has displaced 8M and killed thousands.

e 2 years of war in Ukraine has killed over 30,000, displaced 3.7M, and 6.5M have fled
Ukraine.

e Since the assassination of Haiti’s President in October 2021, gang violence and armed
conflict continues to escalate.

They are at extreme risk of famine and disease outbreak due to lack of
sanitation, water, and collapsed health care infrastructure.

Civilians in armed conflict zones are in dire need of humanitarian assistance. .
See Global Conflict
Tracker for More

Want more information? See more detailed notes here. Visit the CIMH website for past updates.

Join us for our next meeting on the 2nd Thursday of the month.

CIMH Policy & Advocacy Workgroup Co-Chairs:

e Dana Rusch, PhD: druschl@)uic.edu
e Nina Sedefo, MPP: nsedenog)latinopolicyforum.org



https://welcometoil.org/
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