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Braceros working in the fields, circa 1950s

Braceros waving goodbye to their wives and children
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14-year-old undocumented teen laborer, Eulalio
Luna, being interviewed by a Border Patrol agent
before being deported to Mexico
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One Day on the Border

Millions Drawn to
El Norte by Dream

From Times Staff Writers

Every day near sunset, hopeful Mexicans gather in the thickets near
Reynosa in the lower Rio Grande Valley of Mexico. in the railyards of Ciudad
Juarez and in the barrens near Tijuana. They wait and watch for the proper
moment to dash across the border to the United States, £1 Norte.

Ana each cay legions ot U.S.
Border Patrol agents, some on
horseback. some in airplanes, some
on foot, are fielded for the predicta-
bly i contest of stoppi
them.

“We expect them to be there.”
says Border Patrol supervisory
agent Wayne Kirkpatrick, who pa-
trols the busiest sector of the bor-
der. near Chula Vista. “They know
we're here. They outnumber us, and
we catch as many as we can.” He
gazes down at 2 gathering mass of
Mexicans waiting for nightfall. ~I
wonder if this is the way General
Custer felt at the Litte Big Horn,
seeing the Sioux come up.”

Itis an apt comparison.

The fragile, 1.933-mile boundary
from San Ysidro. Calif.. to Boca
Chica, Tex. is the world:s longest

already living in the United States
and would penalize employers ifor
hiring illegals.

Meanwhile, the nation’s true im-
migration policy is determined mo-
ment by moment. mile by mile.
along the border.

To chronicle one day of that
reality. The Times deployed a team
of nine reporters and four photogra-
phers for 24 hours along the border.
in Mexican villages, on border-
bound buses and in the barrios of
Los Angeles and other Scuthwest
cities. This is their report of one day
on the border, from late Sunday,
March 18, to late Monday. March 19:

4 p.m. Sunday. A New
Ameri San Jusn, Tex.

and least-g border a
rich, industrialized nation and a
poor. developing one.

And more Mexican citizens than
ever before are crossing it illegally.
They are lured by jobs, education,
and the opportunity for a better
future and pushed by Mexico's dete-
riorating economy.

In the 12 months that ended Oct.
1, 1983, the U.S. government appre-
hended a record 1,078.463villegal
aliens from Mexico. In the next
three months, another 366,696 ille-
gals were caught—a surge that, if
continued, would see this year's

annrshancinne enrrnace lact vear's

Dusk on the border approaches
with the dawning of a new Ameri-
can life.

Juana Maria Prado, her husband,
Roberto, and their 3-year-old
daughter, Edith, residents of Rey-
nosa, Mexico, climbed into the fami-
ly’s aging red Chevrolet Vega GT
early this moming and began driv-
ing toward the international bridge
that crosses the Rio Grande. Bran-
dishing -a 72-hour visitor’s pass
issued to Mexicans for -shopping
trips, they had crossed the bridge.
fenced and laced with concertina
wire, into the United States. Their

. ROSEMARY KAUL / Los Angeles Times
Vigilant- -After crossing Rio Grande. illegal alien watches for
Border Patrol as he climbs through fence on way to work in El Paso.

1970s and 80s newspaper coverage of undocumented child/family migration

Youths, Families See
U.S. as Only Hope,
Swell Alien Arrests

By PATRICK McDONNELL Times Staff Writer

ROBBED. ROUNDED UP- -A vouna illeqal immiarant sits in a Border
Patrol wagon near the San Ysidro border after he was robbed by
Mexican gunmen while trying to cross into the United States.
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70,000 Kids Will Show Up Alone at Our
Border This Year. What Happens to
Them?

Officials have been stunned by a “surge” of unaccompanied children crossing into the
United States.
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Right to
1. Safety
2. Familial integrity

3. Protection from prolonged incarceration or incarceration in
adult sites of confinement
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Right to

1. Safety

2. Familial integrity

3. Protection from prolonged incarceration or incarceration in
adult sites of confinement

4. Protection from labor exploitation

5. Educational access
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Family Separation

El Norte Luring
More Families

Growing Numbers of Women, Children
Risk Perilsof Border Crossing for Better Life

By PATRICK Mc DONNELL
TIMES STAFF WRITER

1JUANA—Tomasa Judrez

Figueroa arrived at the

U.S.-Mexico border recently with
five children, including her oldest,
22-year-old Clara, and her youngest,
Blanca Estrella, 10. Their destination: the
Paramount home of a first cousin who
invited them to the north.

“I made the decision to go with my
family, hoping to live a little better than
we have in Mexico," Judrez, 41, who is
senarated fram her hishand eaid ana

told me,” said Carlos Ldpez, 19, who was
sitting along the border fence one
evening last week with his wife and two
children, Luis, 5, and Lidia Paula, 4.

His family, from the Mexican city of
Guadalajara, was en route to Bell
Gardens, where he says his four brothers
recently attained legal status via the
amnesty program. Ldpez says he hopes to
find a job as a truck driver, work he did in
Mexico.

The border is a kind of melung pot,
with diverse numbers of new immigrants
en route north. But, unlike the migrants
of old. wha often returned to Mexico or

legal Aliens Jailed as Witnesses

Newspaper coverage about child migration
and family separation from the 1970s, 80s,
and 90s
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five children, including her oldest,
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told me,” said Carlos Ldpez, 19, who was
sitting along the border fence one
evening last week with his wife and two
children, Luis, 5, and Lidia Paula, 4.

His family, from the Mexican city of
Guadalajara, was en route to Bell
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Mexican

children

imprisoned inUS.

SPECIALTO THE PW
CHICAGO—The Midwest

Coalition in Defense of Im-,

migrants has denounced the
mass imprisonment of Mexican
minors and infants in U.S.
prisons and called for a national
campaign to free the children

Of 340,000 people arrested on
the U.S. side of the Mexican
border in 1979, it was revealed,
more than 8,000 were children.

- Children are separated from
parents, finger-printed and
treated like criminals by police
and prison authorities. Para
Rosa Rivas told the Mexican
daily paper Excelsior recently
she was detained as a witness
against a “‘coyote'’ she had never
seen, and her two children (one
six, the other just a year old)
were taken from her and im-
prisoned.

Newspaper coverage about child migration

and family separation from the 1970s, 80s,
and 90s
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R

lllegal Aliens <5 S
Said Separated
From Children -

ledren as young as 2 are bemg
held apart from their parents in the
‘federal Metropolitan Correctional
Center and in detention centers for
undocumented aliens in San Ysidro
and El Centro, Herman Baca, chair-
man of the Committee on Chicano
Rights, said in a telegram to Presi-
dent Carter yesterday.

Baca said he will elaborate on the
charges today during a press confer-
ence.

Newspaper coverage about child migration
and family separation from the 1970s, 80s,

and 90s
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‘It’s true that they
haven’t committed
any crime in
Mexico. We
recognize
everyone’s right to
attempt to better
their lives by
crossing the border
.. But they might
face greater danger

7 YLos Angelos Times.

NEW ARRIVALS ; Migrant Youths Face Trip to Crowded Tijuana Jail
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NEW YORK, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1980

3125 beyond 50-mile s0ne from New York Ci
Higher i ai delvery cten.

Thousands of Aliens Held i
In Virtual Slavery in U.S.

Charc® Farmer fleld
Mexicans in Slavery

By BERNARD LEFEOWTTZ
One of the hazards of nunning a chiken farm, says Rabbi David 1. Shackpey of
MiddleSeld, Conn.,, is that the help is usually temporary and unrefizb]

ticularly true of a Mexican family of seven who worked-on his farm until recently,
Shackney said today. *“They couldn't do the job so I kicked them off the farm.”

A federal grand jury, meeting
in Hartford, has a different view

1Y & rine-count indictment filed
against the Middlefleld chicken
farmer, the jury charged that
Shackney enslaved Louis Hum-
berto Orous, 4, his wife, and their
five children for nearly a year.

“It’'s the same thing as
slavery,” Asst. U. S. Autorney
James D. O'Connor said in Hart-
ford yesterday.

O’Connor said this was the

le. This was par-

first time in this century that
the Hartford U. S. Attorney's of-
fice had prosecuted a charge of
involuntary servitude.
Shackney denied the charges
categorically. He sald he had
no knowledge that a grand jury
was convening in Hartford to
heart he case. And he main.
tained that he has not been
informed of the Indictment.

“They never asked me to tell |

Imy side,” Shackney continued
; “The man and his family didn

work out so I got rid of them.
They would have liked to stay.

“This is all ridiculous. I don't
know what they are talking
about.”

Federal officials testified that
Shackney, on vacation in Mex-
ico City, met Oros and persuad-
ed him to come to his farm last
July with his wife, Virginia Es-
pina, 43, and their five children,
ranging in age from 8 to 18.

Oros, who was a taxi driver
In Mexico City, was on the farm
several months when a relative
tried to reach him, an FBI agent
told the grand jury.
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EXCERPTS FROM SUPREME
COURT'S OPINIONS ON THE
EDUCATION OF ILLEGAL; ALIENS

The Lopez family was featured on NBC news after the Supreme Court ruled in their favor. Alfredo
Lopezis in the white shir

itting next to his mother, Lidia Lopez



Upending Age Hierarchies and
Subverting Expectations
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Denying the Rights of Childhood &
Weaponizing Innocence in the 20t Century
* Migrant youth’s racialization “adultified” them, causing them

to be viewed as migrants or workers rather than young people
in need of protection



Denying the Rights of Childhood &
Weaponizing Innocence in the 20t Century

* Migrant youth’s racialization “adultified” them, causing them
to be viewed as migrants or workers rather than young people
in need of protection

» Migrant youth were not always denied their childhood
innocence. But benefiting from the politics of childhood
sometimes meant that minors” innocence would be weaponized
against them or their parents to criminalize them both



