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14-year-old undocumented teen laborer, Eulalio
Luna, being interviewed by a Border Patrol agent 
before being deported to Mexico
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1970s and 80s newspaper coverage of undocumented child/family migration
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The Rights of ”Modern” Childhood

Right to
1. Safety
2. Familial integrity
3. Protection from prolonged incarceration or incarceration in 

adult sites of confinement
4. Protection from labor exploitation
5. Educational access



Newspaper coverage about child migration 
and family separation from the 1970s, 80s, 

and 90s
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Upending Age Hierarchies and 
Subverting Expectations



Denying the Rights of Childhood & 
Weaponizing Innocence in the 20th Century

• Migrant youth’s racialization “adultified” them, causing them 
to be viewed as migrants or workers rather than young people 
in need of protection



Denying the Rights of Childhood & 
Weaponizing Innocence in the 20th Century

• Migrant youth’s racialization “adultified” them, causing them 
to be viewed as migrants or workers rather than young people 
in need of protection

• Migrant youth were not always denied their childhood 
innocence. But benefiting from the politics of childhood 
sometimes meant that minors’ innocence would be weaponized 
against them or their parents to criminalize them both


