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Representations of Undocumented Minors

• Migrate with a parent or reunify 
“Innocent” or lack agency in the 
migration process

• Enroll in K-12 schooling

• Immigrate as young children

Source: Canizales & Diaz-Strong (2021)1

https://immigrationinitiative.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/brief_11_eng.pdf


Misperceptions of Undocumented Minors

Teenage arrivals are an important segment of 

undocumented minors

Mexican Migration 
Project finds 14 is the 
mean age-at-arrival 

among Mexican 
undocumented children2

Los Angeles data shows 
55% of Latinx immigrants 

arriving in childhood 
between the ages of 13 
to 17 (1.25 generation)3

84% of unaccompanied 
minors are 1.25 

generation4



Misperceptions of Undocumented Minors

Many immigrate alone & do not live with a parent in the U.S.

Less than half of unaccompanied minors reunite with a parent in the  U.S.5

May make the decision to immigrate or be involved in family discussions6

Depending on the state, 15 to 25 % of teenage arrivals are not enrolled in 
schools7



Misperceptions of Undocumented Minors

Infantilize Adultify
Undocumented Minors 
Engaged in Adult Roles

Enact agency in migration
Provide for self & family
Work instead of school

Parent as teenagers
Marry or cohabitate



Nursery school playground at the Farm Security 
Administration Robstown camp, Texas, Jan. 1942, a labor 
camp for migrant farmworker families

https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/how-undocumented-students-are-turned-away-public-schools
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/plyler-v-doe-undocumented-children-supreme-court-40-anniversary-rcna33064


A young girl carries a child inside a U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection holding area in El Paso, Texas.

Young unaccompanied migrant children, ages 3-9 
sit inside a play pen in the Department of Homeland 
Security holding facility
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